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Cruising: Australia »

BAREFOOT LUXURY
Exploring the Kimberley on a
30-passenger yacht offers the
plushest way to experience
Australia’s wild coast, writes
Tiana Templeman

Checklist
KIMBERLEY
DETAILS
A 10-night “Timeless
Kimberley” cruise from
Broome toKununurra (or
vice versa) onPaspaley
Pearl is priced from
$24,435per person twin-
share.

Thewriter travelled as a
guest of Paspaley
Expeditions.

Paspaley Pearl takes lucky visitors up
close to the stunningKimberley
coastline. Photos / Supplied, Lisa Garner,
Tiana Templeman

I
thought I alreadyknewtheKimberley
well, buta luxurycruiseon the
30-passengerPaspaleyPearlprovedme
wrong.
OnthisvoyagealongAustralia’s remote
northwest coastline, itwasn’t just the

landscape that surprisedme. Itwasalso theship.
Thedramatic scenery,abundantwildlifeand

senseof remoteness I remembered frommy
previousvoyageonamuch largerexpedition
vesselwere still there.However, thewaywe
experienced themfelt different this timearound.

PaspaleyPearlbelongs toa third-generation,
Australian-ownedpearlingcompany thathas
beensailing theKimberley’swaters since the
1930s.Theboutiqueexpeditionyachthada low-
key, indulgentvibe that took theconceptof
barefoot luxury literally.

Shoeswereonly required tobeworn in the
ship’splushdiningroom.

Onboard, the feelingwascontemporaryyet
traditional.Thecabinsanddiningroomonthe
lowerdeckhadovalportholes, creatinga
classical cruisingaesthetic.

Thiswasenhancedbyblackandwhite
photographsofBroome’s earlypearling
industry.Thanks toPaspaley’s longstanding
connectionwith theKimberley, the shipoffers
auniqueandverypersonal lookat this remote
region.

Forexample, at the family’spearl farmin
remoteKuriBay, a laconicworker tookuson
a touraroundworksheds thathadbeenrepaired
manytimesbecauseof cyclonedamage.

Muchto thedisappointmentof thewomenon
thecruise (and therelief of theirhusbands), there
wasnowhere tobuypearls.

Instead,wewatched inamazementasaworker
poppedshimmeringpearls outof anoyster’s
fleshyshell.He tolduspearling is likea lucky
dip.Youneverknowwhatyou’regoing to
discoverwhenyouwakeupeachday.

Thesamecouldbesaidofourexperienceon
boardPaspaleyPearl.Because the shipcarried
so fewpassengers, excursionshada feelingof
spontaneity.

Diningalso involvedasurpriseor two.Eating
freshlygrilledwagyusteakat linen-draped tables

insideahugecathedral seacave took theconcept
of abeachbarbecue toawholenewlevel.

Daily excursions includedsunsetdrinkson the
beach,weaving throughmangrove forestsand
into secludedbays, andspottingcrocodilesand
seaeagles.

Laughterbouncedoff the redcliffs atKing
GeorgeFallsasourguide,RodNewnham,
positioned theZodiacunder tumblingplumesof
sprayuntilwewere thoroughlysoaked.

Inadestination that is one-and-a-half times
larger thanNewZealand, andonaship thatwas
able tovisitplaces that largervessels couldn’t,
wewerespoiled forchoice.

Oneafternoon,passengers joinedanextended
excursion toasecludedwaterhole foraswim.
I opted for the trip toabeachwithasecluded

rockart site.Herewediscoveredpristine
Aboriginalartworkhidden fromtheelements
(andmostother tourists), byarockyoverhang.
Seeing it felt likeapreciousgift.

Onboard the ship, staff quicklygot toknow
theirpassengersandhadourpreferencesdown
pat in the first 24hours.

Fromday twoonwards, twocafe lattesarrived
oneafter theotheratbreakfast andevery
afternoonmyfavourite sundownerdrink
appearedat thebaron the topdecka fewseconds
after Idid.

Expedition leadersknewwho likedgoing fast
in theZodiacs,whopreferred to take things
slowly, andwhichpassengersmightneedextra
support.

Theyalwaysseemed tobe in therightplace
at exactly the right time toassist thosewho
needed it.

Thismeant less-mobilepassengerscould
participate fully,without the indignityofasking
for extrahelp.

It’smoments like these thathelp todefinewhy
aboutique luxuryKimberleyvoyage isdifferent
toacruiseona larger ship.Thereweresome
different excursionsonoffer too.

I’mnot into fishing, but the ship’s fancy
“tinny”andexpertanglingguideearneda legion
of loyal fans.

Oneday,passengershauled insomanyhuge
coral trout that theship’s chef,AlexBentley,had
toaskpeople to start throwing themback.

Speakingof food, thiswasanothersurprise.
Onanexpeditionship, the focus is generallyon
thedestinationrather thanwhat’sonyourplate.
PaspaleyPearl isdifferent.Thismainlycomes
downtoBentleywhopreviouslyheadedup the
famousByronBayrestaurant,RaesonWategos.

In the ship’splush30-seatdiningroom, freshly
caught fishcamewithChampagnebeurreblanc,
anddessertswouldn’thave lookedoutofplace
atahattedrestaurant.

Diningonexquisitedisheswasanunexpected
pleasureafterdaysspent spottingcrocodiles,
navigatingnarrowgorgesanddiscovering
hiddencornersalong thecoast.

Thecost ofa cruiseonPaspaley’s expedition
ship isakin to thepriceof thecompany’s
exquisite jewellery.Expensivebutworth it.

There’sa senseofbelonging that comeswith
travellingwith just 30people throughoneof
Australia’smost remarkable landscapes.

Inadestination that’s famous for itsgrandeur,
itwas thesmallerdetails that stoodoutonmy
voyage.

Inaworldwherebiggeroftenseemsbetter,
this felt refreshinglyrare.


